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FictTtt On 
MUST BOORS 
August 25 
Shute, Nevil PASTORAL . Morrow 
° We reported this for June publication on April ist (P. 148). Then it was 


held in reserve by the Book of the Month, and now is set for September co-selection 
with Margery Sharp's Cluny Brown (reviewed below). The report follows:- "Nevil Shute 
has a gift for humanizing even the grimness of war, for sentiment which does not drip, 
for spinning a good yarn - and this is a salutary influence in these days of tortured 
realities. His new novel is well named, for he has actually written a pastoral idyll 
of a bomber base! He makes his characters live:- the bomber crew who are his central 
characters are ardent, though rather amateurish, fishermen, from the pilot captain down, 
Their shared enthusiam, has been one factor welding them into a team that has accomp- 
lished some fifty odd operations, virtually unscathed. Into this Eden, with leisure 
time escape into the woods, comes Eve in the form of Gervase, homesick WAAF officer, 
who puts her job first, and finding herself won from that concentration by the pilot’s 
ingenuous admiration, gives him ‘the gate’ - at cost to them both. The result is loss 
of morale - fishing and gunning for pigeons and night walks in search of wild creatures 
can no longer supply the needed antidote to the strain of bombing missions, and R for 
Robert comes a-cropper. Then the post commandant goes to work (and Shute gives the 
story in very human terms) - and Gervabe salvages crew morale by getting them trout 
fishing rights, and helps plane and pilot and wounded gunner to make the home field 

by radio signal, when need demands. A charmingly told tale of young love in the midst 
of war, Surely popular.” -- We liked it then. We like it now. So will the public. #%.50 


August 28 e 


Sharp, Margery CLUNY BROWN Little, Brown 


She's always fun to read, is Margery Sharp. She knows both ends of the 
eocial ladder, and her maiis and mistresses are equally convincing. She hints at 
“social significance” with delicate innuendo, and a humor closer to general comprehen- 
Sion than her compatriot, Angela Thirkell, who seems a trifle out of this world today. 
-ois is an entertaining story of England just before the war - of a plumber's niece in 
London who baffled her staid relatives by being “above her station? and who was sent - 
for discipline - into service at a Devon manor house, Friars Carmel. The family are 
‘rfect types - and yet not too studied - Lady Carmel, absorbed in her garden "planned 
vSare@ years ahead, of course;" her husband, "Old English himself"; Andrew, loving Friars 
Jarmel and a bit apologetic about it to his London crowd - uncomfortably aware of a 
*henging world, and a challenge to his own defences. Into this country-rural setting hé 
.n‘broduces the mysterious Polish writer-professor, giving him a taste of English hospi- 
iisy and a refuge. But he almost disrupts the plot by flirting madly with Betty, who 
.as been dabbling in love (but who ultimately confesses to wanting seven children with 
Sadrew as their father). Cluny Brown is ostensibly on the outskirts of all this - 
learning her job - escaping to romp with a neighbor's dog - enticing the staid chemist 
to a flattering proposal of marriage - and with impetuous finality plunging into a situa- 
tion with the Professor which leaves everyone else baffled, and once again demanding | 
‘Who does she think she is?" ~ Top drawer hammock reading. BOM for September. $2.50 
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Good Entertainment - One Dark Horse 


The late summer sees us better supplied with better than average entertainment in the 
following: - Adeline Rumsey's CRYING AT THE LOCK (Simon & Schuster); the Hawkins with 

a good bit of war fiction, DEVIL ON HIS TRAIL (Dutton); period novel with charm in 
YANFEE STRANGER by Elswyth Thane (Duell, Sloan * Pearce); a new NeFee, for his special 
market, SHIP TO SHORE (Random House); and for short story addicts, an excellent collec- 
tron of his own, AUTHOR'S CHOICE, by MacKinlay Kantor (Coward, 'cCann). The Dark Horse 
ts a puzzler - see immediately below - THF HISTORY OF ROME HANKS, by Joseph Stanley 
Pennell (Scribner), Reports of all follow. 


PROPLENATICAL FOORS - Fiction 
July 17 
Pennell, Joseph Stanley THE HISTORY OF ROME HANKS Scribner 


First - this is definitely a man's book; few women will like it. Second ~ 
nobody could read it without feeling its enormous vitality; whether liking it or not, 
that is indisputable. Maybe the book will be a sensation. Certainly, it will be dis- 
cussed. Some will say here is another Thomas Wolfe - though it is wholly the author's 
own, original, nothing imitative, either in matter or manner. It is distorted ~ dis- 
organized ~ it lacks unity - it is crude (deliberately so) and rough. But Pennell has 
succeeded in translating into modern idiom and emotional value the men of the armies 
of the War between the States. Those meh are as alive as the men in Ernie Pyle's col- 
umns. One identifies Pennell with Lee Harrington, who is seeking to fill in his spotty 
knowledge of his own forebears, his great grandfather in particular, Rome Hanks, almost 
a legendary hero whose laurels were purloined by Clint Belton, but who lived in the 
memories of the men who served with him in the 117th Iowa regiment. Most of his story 
is told by old Thomas Wagnal, veteran, surgeon, Then there was a grandfather on the 
other side - the Rebel side - Beckham, a lovable failure, whose story is grooved into 
Rome Hanks' story by Lee's Great Uncle Pink, in colloquial anecdote of Gettysburg (an 
unforgettable part of the book). It is a sprawling tale, - out of drawing, debunking, 
no moonlight and honeysuckle (though there is a bit of romance). There's plenty to 
shock the not-so-hardy sensibilities and taste. Without being sordid, it is “nature in 
the raw", lusty, bawdy, lewd - men's talk. P.L.'s = beware, But don't ignore the book; 
it shouts to be heard. And the publishers are going out the whole way. Bookshops - 


watch it. $2.75 
Eesiy-angust flow. | 

Rumsey, Adeline CRYING AT THE LOCK . Simon & Schuster 

* This was reported under the title, Now It's Fight O'Clock for June publica- 


tion - see P. 153, as follows:- "Basically, perhaps, not as good a book as When the 
Fough Preaks, (which didn't build up much of a sale) - but an absorbing story with 
strong entertainment value. There are elements of suspense, some sensationalism, and 
neat, edged characterization for the story of a man caught between two marriages. 
Dartley had been very much in love with his first wife, Natalie, and badly broken up by 
her unpredictable suicide; he married, largely for comfort, Mildred, whom he met on a 
cruise, and who was more interested in marriage than in Dartley. She is efficient, 
controlled, self righteous - and a bitch. And she is out to show the community the 
truth behind the suicide, and throws a party in the summerhouse where Natalie had died. 
Dartley breaks down - tells the tragic truth - and asks for a divorce. And Mildred, to 
Spite him, apes the first death by a second suicide. It is Mary who comes to Dartley's 
rescue, giving him the courage to go on...Shock treatment, making no concessions to 
life as it ought to be --- but recommended to sophisticates for sheer readability.$2.50 
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August 1 
De Cavite, Michael NO BRIGHT BANNER John Day 


A novel of pressures forcing personal decisions, of the challenge of 
reality and that of intellectual gestures, in the story of adolescent adventuring of 
a boy whose sensitivity and sense of decency is a vital heritage. In the story of 
Paul Barone, whose father had come to this country at fifteen, one gets the sweep from 
the noisy vitality of the new immigrants to the destructive and constructive forces of 
their descendants. Paul grew up in the violence of Cleveland's South Side; he was 
kept out of trouble by his old man's ability to make life vivid for him, through com- 
panionship, curiosity, understanding and lively interest in everything. Then the old 
man dies - and Paul flounders. A friend from the settlement house helps him carry out 
his father's dream of collede...there Paul finds two new friends, supplementing each 
other in their effect on Paul. Expulsion comes as a result of an expose of malprac- 
tice, and Paul experiences New York in various emotional, literary and communistic ad- 
ventures. He bums his way back to an Aunt in Chicago, gains a sense of security, and © 
after taking a job as garbagemaen, gets ultimately a writing chance on a newspaper. 
Threat of war finds him on the verge of important change... Facets of America in 

$2.50 


modern making. 
August 26 


De Vries, Peter ANGELS CAN'T DO BETTER Coward, McCann 


Just off the lunatic fringe and in the mode of his first novel (Put Who 
Wakes the Pugler? - Houghton - 1940) - is this “Sorry saga of a young professor of 
political science, who takes more to practice than theory and decides to enter politics 
and break the current political machine. Peter fails flatly in his first campaign; 
he decides to angle a job as alderman through his enemy, Raco, and then break him; he 
is caught short by Raco and dumped; he decides to elect himself through personal sol- 
icitation of the voters and just misses when the opposition stuff the ballot boxes; he 
runs for state legislature with his students hustling votes for him; he is threatened 
off by pressure put on the college authorities by Raco; he loses once again, and set~ 


tles instead for induction - and for Bessie, one of three lovelies. In a campaign 


year, this may tickle some risibilities, but it is not my idea of funny, just slaphappy. 
' : $2.50 


September 86 a ' 
Dutton 


Hawkins, John & Ward DEVIL ON HIS TRAIL 


An original twist to what might have been a conventional pattern. The 
story is told in parts - it starts with a scene in a lifeboat, with the sole survivors 
of the bombed and sunk Isaac Jones - and the span of sun-tortured, empty days, of ra- 
tioned water and food, of hopes and fears and medness and death and love. There's | 
Dimmick, who goes mad; there's Arne, who cheats; there's Joe, wounded and helpless ex- 
cept for his knife, his quick wits, and Mary, the WAC, daughter of the Judge who had 
saved a derelict boy from a reform school. Mary - to keep Joe's sanity -— demands that 
the gaps in her knowledge of the steps that led him to the edge of disintegration be 
filled in, and the subsequent near-failures and successes - so that her final report to 
the Judge can be completed - and "mailed in a bottle". And so + through flashbacks, 
Joe's story is told - a story that is paralleled in the records of countless boys who 
| Just as Joe reaches the final piece of the 


wandered America's depression highways. 
Good reading value. $2.50 


puzzle - they are given another chance. 


SHIP TO SHORE Random House 


MceFee, William 
This is off the beam for McFee, a story in the old cruise romance tradition, 
with more authentic interpretation of the ship and captain side of the story. 


\ 
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Not a Spenlove tale, but a story of a captain whose life at sea had cut him off from 

a not too profound attachment to a wife on shore, and who felt life was drifting; and 
of a New York business girl who had just cut loose from an affair, and was also drift- 
ing. Of how they came together - and of how they built a future for themselves, a home 
in New York, where he felt more a husband than in the Liverpool suburb where his wife 
held sway. There is no tongue in cheek naughtiness here, just an honest, straightfor- 
ward situation, accepted and - on the part of the wife - condoned. Long, drawn out and 
old-fashioned. $2.75 


September 7 MO 


Westmacott, Mary ABSENT IN THE SPRING Farrar & Rinehart 


Psychological pirouette, which is slight - skilled - and engaging women's 
entertainment, in the self portrait of Joan Scudamore, competent, complacent, cold.- 
and temporarily unsettled when the rains block her return from Baghdad and she is alone 
in a desert Rest House, discomfited by bad food, high heat and the monotony of waiting 
for a train. Involuntarily, she thinks back over the years - to disquieting episodes 
at the time dismissed and overridden by her self-satisfaction; to the marriage to 
Rodney, who'd wanted to be a farmer, but whom (for his own good she felt) she forced 
into a law practice; to the happy home she'd created for her children (who couldn't . 
wait to leave it); to the reappearing presence of the woman nezt door, who died, and 
whose death she refused to connect with Rodney's breakdown. More and more nerved up, 
she approaches realization that she'd never loved, or been loved, that she is frighten- 
ingly alone with herself. And she determines to change when once more back in England. 
Then the return - and her submergence and denial of this latter day repentance. Deftly 


handled. ge 
September t | © 
Hinkson, Pamela GOLDEN ROSE Knopf 


A novel of colonial life in India, lavish in decor, idealistic in charac- 
ter, and with a dominant thread of exaltation which may well give it thet extra push 
that makes for popularity. There is both romance and romanticism in the definitive 
sense; there is an overlay of spiritual values which many are demanding today. The 
Setting is the colony of Mholpur; Col. Meldon, doctor at the new State Hospital, has 
devoted his life to native and white health: problems after the death of his wife; 
Sister Francoise, the Rectress and an inspired nurse, whose goodness and wisdom have 
been acquired through sacrifice; Fraser, the young engineer, devoted to his profession, 
and bringing water to India; and the Charters, John, the Resident, conservative, ambi- 
tious, wanting success, position and children, who had married Clare because of her 
beauty - these are the chief actors in the story. Clare, responsive, sensitive, fails 
John when her child is born dead; she falls in love with Fraser, is dangerously ill, 


but gains strength to renounce Fraser and go on with her marriage, through the inspir- 
ation of Sister Francoise who gives her faith in spiritual compensation....There's 
nothing modern in appreach, but within its genre, there's sincerity and some good 
writing. $2.50 


September ?? 


Kantor, MacKinlay AUTHOR'S CHOICE Coward, McCann 


This has merit on two counts. The stories themselves are good ones - var- 
ied in appeal, in technique, in background and mood and tempo. More of those in a mom- 
ent. The connecting links comprise a microcosm of a writer in the making. Bits of 
personal experience, - the winning of a prize in high school days, the trials and err- 
ors and the long wait before 2 second success, the contacts with various editors, good 
and bad, the do's and don'ts for commercial and artistic success, the gathering fame. 
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This should make the book valuable for students of technique, for serious study of 
writing of fiction -— and selling it .... And it gives the reader a rounded picture of 

@ personality behind the stories, with sufficient anecdote to strike 2 human chord, q 
The stories indicate a wide range of creative ability and craftsmanship. There are a 
number from the Rosy Ridge series and the Prickly Orgnge series, known to his "fans"; 
there are nostalgic small town stories stemming back to Iowa; there are stories of 
city, stories of country - their focus chiefly on the people rather than the plot; 
there are shorteshorts written for commercial appeal, and others written to please the 
author; there are stories with gag endings, with identity twists; there are stories 
that grew out of his absorption in the Civil “’"ar scene; and there are a few stories of 
today's world at war, and of the problems that gave it birth....Even people who are not 


by nature short story addicts will find this a collection of unusual merit. $3.50 
September ?? 
Naidish, Theodore WATCH OUT FOR WILLIE CARTER Scribner 


Monosyllabic toughie of the prize ring which is high in pace and good of 
its kind. We meet Willie, just before a big fight which will determine his chances 
as champ - out to win with a desperate determination incited by Helen, his wife, who 
doesn't think he'll make it, by his father (slot machine king}, who thinks he can't 
fight and is anxious to see him licked, and by Helen's family - troublemakers - anxious 
to wean her from him, Violent, obsessive about Helen, he gets in a nightclub brawl 
the night before the fight, breaks his right hand, goes in the ring anyhow and socks 
his way through, wins his fight but is ruined for the future. Even so, he froves to 
himself and to Helen that he could-do it, and is set to make his killing in another 


line.... Rentals, and largely for the gents. - | ,» $2.50 
PORTABLE LIBRARY NOVELS OF THE SUPERNATURAL Viking 





Wagenknecht, Edward ~ &d. 


This represents, as a whole, the gentler, mystical aspects of the super- 
natural rather than the terrible, in a selection partly conditioned by length and 
availability. Included are Mrs. Oliphant's A Beleaguered City, in which a rising of 
the dead exiles the living in retribution; Walter de la Mare's The Return, to our think- 
ing the finest in the collection, the story of a man who awakens with the face of an- 
other and his experiences with a supernatural pair; Frances Hodgson Burnett's The 
White People, a little Scottish girl in contact with the deads; Mary Johnston's Sweet 
Rocket, which conveys the beauty of otherworldly consciousness; Robert Nathan's poig- 
nant Portrait of Jennie; and Arthur Machen's The ferror, the only true horror story, 
dealing with the wave of singular, unaccountable calamities which swept England in the 
last war. A collection for spiritual, rather than sanguinary tastes, and of appeal 
questionable for moderns. This seems a bit outside the range of the other “portables”. 


Decorations by Boris Artzybasheff,. $2.50 ~ 

Thane, Elswyth YANKEE STRANGER -- Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

. Tabitha Day, heroine of Dawn's karly Light, reappears on her 95th birthday, 
The period 


an altogether delectable and beguiling grandmother and great grandmother. 
is 1850-1865, spanning the Civil War; the setting is largely Williamsburg and Richmond, 
and the battlefields of the Tidewater area. The Spragues and the Days have again inter- 
married, and one tragedy comes out of it when young Sue and her double first cousin are 
forbidden permission to marry. But the story is primarily that of Cabot Murray, 

"Yankee stranger", journalist, war correspondent on the wrong side, and Eden - of love 
at first sight, abetted by Gran, matriarch of the clans. Eden can forgive his profes~- 
sion, accept his place of birth, but when she finds him acting as a "spy", she tries to 


wipe out her love. But in vain - and Cabot wins through. Delightfully drawn picture 
Pleasant entertainment. 





of civilian life behind the front - not too prettified. 
$2. 50 Saar 
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REPRINTS For September 

Busch, Nevin ~- DUEL IN THE SUN Postgate, Raymond - VERDICT OF TWELVE 

Gardner, Erle Stanley - CASE OF THE SULKY GIRL Haycox, Ernest ~ RIM OF THE DESERT 

Greig, Maysie - TOO MANY WOMEN). Taber, Gladys - NURSE IN BLUE 


Triangle publications - Each 49 cents 


For August For September 

Hammett, Dashiell — THE MALTESE FALCON Morehead, Albert H.- THE POCKETBOOK OF 
GAMES 

Sherrod, Robert — TARAWA Bentley, E.C.- TRENT'S LAST CASE 

PocketBooks - Each 25 cents 
MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 
AVEuS+—14- = ts Et 17 
Halleran, E.E. PRAIRIE GUNS “Macrae Smith 


Again a post-civil war setting with the groundless war between nesters and 
drovers, and Indian incitements, as troublespots for Terry Donovan, riding a herd of 
cattle into Kansas. Refusing to go along with what seems to him a senseless feud, 
Donovan decides to get to the bottom of it, particularly after meeting Sue, whose 
father is murdered on account of ite Donovan spots the gang promoting the cattle war, 
rescues Sue wanted by them, ‘he lps to quell an Indian uprising, and finally disposes of 


his enemies. Satisfactory shooting yarn. $2,00 
August 18 
Du Bois, Theodora THE CASE OF THE PERFUMED MOUSE Doubleday, Doran 


Ann McNeill soloing, with Jeffrey advising at a distance, in the strange 
case of a household terrorised by rat bites, as a woman's benevolence towards a group 
of unfortunates is perverted by malice. A series of singular events, seemingly super- 
natural or psychopathic, resulting in slow murder, are solved by the McNeills as the 
malefactor inadvertently traps himself. Fancy doings - femininely sleuthed. $2.00 


August 23 ys 


Carr, John Dickson TILL DEATH DO US PART | Harper 


* Good tantalizer in the familiar locked room problem, amplified by a young | 
writer's belief that the girl he loves is a quadruple poisoner...Dr. Fell, in unchang- 
ing form, exposes, supposes ~ and discloses the complicated story behind the killings. 
Pre-war setting for small English community, rife with gossip and rumor, that provides 
extra tangles for Fell to unknot. Dependable. $2.00 


September 7 Wg 
Stout, Rex rot ENOUGH Farrar & Rinehart 


Doubletrouble for Nero vine when Archie Goodwin frames himself for mur- 
der in order to break down Nero's decision to become a soldier. Archie's arrest brings 
Nero back to his desk, his flowers, his food and drink, and leads to his acceptance of 
a job for Army Intelligence solving the murders of two officers. Adept tale. $2.00 
(This was originally reported March 15). v 
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September 2 


Lomax, Bliss HORSETHIEF CREEK Doubleday, Doran 
Certain parties making life dangerous for pretty Glenna Gordon, lead Rain- 

bow Ripley and Grumpy Gibbs, detectives for the Stockmem’s Association, into a mess of 

Chinese smuggling, cattle poisoning, and the mystery of a long lost shipment of gov- 


ernment bullion. Guns speak in earnest - and the two come out with a clean record. 


Martin, A.E. SINNERS NEVER DIE _- % \F Simon & Schuster 


A small soul determined to achieve his selfish ends and oblivious of how 
others pay for his ambitions ~- this is Harry Ford of Australia, a prig, a prude and cad, 
who motivates happenings to his own advantage and is at last outmanoeuvred by those he 
would harm. As postmaster, he uses the mails to learn his neighbors’ secrets; a death 
he deems murder is a source of blackmail; and his fiancee, unfairly won, determines to 
learn more of the disappearance of the man she loves. A magician-mindreader precipi- 
tates the beginnings of discovery and Harry, hard-driven by the need for money and the 
desire for a blameless character, at last gets his deserts - only to learn, some fifty 
years later, the real truth of the events he thought he had manipulated so well. An 
out-of-—the -groove Inner Sanctum item that has the appeal of a mystery without any 


woolpulling. $2.00 L 


September 13 


Rogers, Samuel DON'T LOOK BEHIND YOU Harper 





A story of a murderer in the making, of suspense and horror, built up, step 
by step, as Daphne, engaged to Harold a college psychology professor, is the projected 
victim. Two thirds of the book succeed in creating atmosphere and mood and mounting 
horror; the last third somehow doesn't come off. Rogers creates convincing characters 
and situations, and then betrays his own creations with an unconvincing and machinemade 
finale of sheer melodrama in the old tradition. This - to my knowledge - is his first 
venture in this field. He won an Atlantic Prize with his first novel of note, Dusk 


in the Grove. 5 $2.00 


(Lic, Uh 


Field, Peter MIDNIGHT ROUND-UP Morrow 


Pat Stevens, Sam Sloan and old Ezra prove again and again that crime does 
not pay as they break up a group, headed by a corrupt judge, out to destroy all the se- 
curity these old friends have built up for Powder Valley. The judge plans well but 
discounts Stevens’ intelligence, Sloan's wife and her honesty, and Ezra's determination 
- and the combination beats his many-—threat combine...-Per formula. $2.00 


Just Reached Us - Don't Miss It 


Chambliss, Com. William BOOMERANG Harcourt, Brace 


Two doubting executive officers of an aircraft carrier in the Pacific 
profit by the mad, unorthodox ideas of their strictly freshwater crew - capture a Jap 
destroyer and, under orders, use their prize to snoop around Jap-held territory, inform 
on enemy landings and demolish part of a convoy. The Hokeydokey is sunk, ‘tthe men are 
rescued and learn the helpful part they have played in the start of the Gilberts op- 
erations. Topical tall tale - technically believable, (7/20) 





$1.50 
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MUST BOOKS 
July 19 
Welles, Sumner THE TIME FOR DECISION Harper 
* This is such an important book that it is unfortunate that Sumner Welles 


lacks that fire of the printed word which would impel a wide public to read and mark 
his thoughtful, provocative text. Against an informed and all-embracing background of 
world foreign relations, not only as related to this country but to all countries, he 
draws his carefully weighed conclusions as to the steps necessary for international co- 
operation after the war. He feels that already it is almost too late - no time can be 
lost in establishing a Provisional United Nations Executive Council to function immed- 
iately. He discusses its composition, duties, functions and powers. He urges three 
additional and imperative agencies, a Security and Armament Commission, a World Court, 
a World Council. He rests the whole on the basis of regional systems, to function 
within such regions in so far as possible, both for civil and military matters. This - 
and his suggestions as to handling Germany and Japan, form the most important part of 
an essential book. Aug. B.0O.M. $3.00 


Not Much Choice of Good Pets 


Good Marine reporting in COMBAT CORRESPONDENT by Lt. Jim Lucas (Reynal & Hitchcock); 
another.segment of the Johnson saga in Osa Johnson's PRIDE IN THE SOLOMONS (Houghton, 


Mifflin); popular science in MEN OF SCIENCE IN AMERICA by Bernard Jaffe (Simon & 


Schuster). 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 
July 20 } 
Fox, William T.R. THE SUPER-POWERS Harcourt, Brace 


One of the publications of the Yale Institute of International Studies, 
this is a detached, reasoned examination of postwar power, based on the premise of a 
future world in which there will be differences in power - but showing how power can be 
used to protect rather than enslave. A super power is a "great power plus great mobili- 
ty of power"; those that qualify by this definition are Britain, America and Russia. 
He analyzes Anglo-American relationship - then and now - points of friction (with the 
U.S. harboring greater resentment) - the need for collaboration in European reconstruc- 
tion and colonial development, strategic interdependence of the two powers. The Soviet 
- and the importance of reconciling Soviet intentions with ours - recognizing that they 
will follow a "Russia first" policy, but that they will also prefer greater security to 
much additional territory. The advantages of super-power cooperation, the principal 
joint objective of keeping Germany in check, the need to establish a coalition security 
and world community... all this not a guarantee of permanent peace but a means to it... 


Well argued, valid - not popularized. $2.00 
Late July 


Seeger, Elizabeth Final chapter of THE PAGEANT OF CHINESE HISTORY Longmans, Green 


This excellent basic history of China, originally published for teen age but 
reaching a much broader based market than that, has been brought up to date with a final © 
chapter summarizing the fall of the Chinese Empire, the rise of the Republic. In brief 
compass, she has succeeded in highlighting the accelerated pace of history in those event- 


ful years. For 2.one-volume survey for the average reader ~ this is recommended $4 00 











July 1, 1944 Non-Fiction ~ OM « 
August 14 
Shapiro, Karl J. V-LETTER AND OTHER POEMS Reynal & Hitchcock 


In 1941 Persons, Places and Things by Shapiro was awarded Poetry Magazine's 
highest prize. Later poems have appeared in Harpers, The New Republic, and other lead- 
ing periodicals. The present volume is the collection of his verse written while on 
active duty in the South Pacific. The lack of intellectual affectation makes these 
poems a pleasure to read. Shapiro is not writing war poems, but poetry while at war. 
He has definitely, not lost his grave and rather noble humanist traditions in the heat 
of battle. He is still thinking of Thomas Jefferson and Keats, as well as the fighting 
in New Guinea. The combination is new and good. The vividness of his experience, the 
strangeness, deepens his humanism, broadens his horizons, attenuates his occasional 
sentimentality, and gives pith to his cynicism. Except for occasional vulgarisms, this 
poetry while definitely not great, is sincere, capable, warm and manly. A few of the 
verse forms are derived and imitative, others are exceedingly well hewn, and occasion- 
ally he achieves a really brilliant phrase or flash of insight. $2.00 


~ 


August 15 


Shea, Margaret THE GALS THEY LEFT BEHIND Ives Washburn 


A duet of home front activities as the letters and line-drawings of ‘two war 
widows describe a year on a rude Maine farm bequeathed to one of them. There is Jo, 
New Englander, vigorous and vigilant; and Taffy, representing the indolent South, who 
is anything but. Jo manages, Taffy contributes, desultorily, as they cope with a 
dead muskrat in their well, put Jo's shoulder to the plough, acquire a cow, who turns 
out to be pregnant, and chickens, and a dog; relieve enlisting mothers of the twins, 
four year old boys, and Daphne, a seven year old miss; entertain the stiff society of 
Hosstrough; go through an Arctic winter which almost breaks Taffy's morale and resolves; 
and on the whole, manag? nicely on their widow's mite. Strictly slight, but pert. 
Ill‘d. 7 $2.00 


August 21 


Gregory, H.F. ANYTHING A HORSE CAN DO: The Story of the Helicopter Reynal & 
Hitchcock 


From Army research angle, this is an account of rotary winged aircraft, 
which covers the long history of interest in vertical flight through many nations, and 
the types of craft and contributions each of the inventors made...With stage set, there 
follows the story of Army interest and the effectiveness. of testing for the types de- 
manded, the performance of experimental machines, and the patience finally rewarded 
with successful, capable, but not yet perfect, aircraft. The major developments to the 
present day, Sikotsky's part in helping to accomplish the Army's ambitions, and the 
Significance of the trend to individual flight...Told by an expert, who has been a part 
of this aeronautical history, this is an interesting, if technical, fectual study, of: 
flight for the future, important because of its military and specialist background. 


$3.00 
Lucas, Lt. Jim COMBAT CORRESPONDENT Reynal & Hitchcock 


Not a civilian reporter, but a Marine trained combat correspondent, Lucas' 
story differs from previous South Pacific accounts (though it does parallel them) in 
thet the author joined the Marines, went through boot training at Parris Island and 
served under orders. In this way the account is definitely military flavored journal- 
ism, with its own personality and something of the Ernie Pyle home-angled style. From 
Courthouse reporting in Tulsa to Parris Island - a mix-up sidetracking him in Brooklyn 
~ eventually reaching Washington, pre-overseas station, then via San Diego, to New 
Caledonia, his base for service in convoy; action in the Russell Islands. He meets 





~ 
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Carlson in Espiritu Santo and becomes an enthusiastic rooter for the Colonel; he learns 
about submarines, spends time with the Paramarines (that story was killed}, flies con- 
stantly with Cargo Air Transport Command, is on a night-bombing raid of Japanese base 
Kahili, is present at the campaign of Dragon's Peninsula in New Georgia, goes on a 
scouting expedition behind enemy lines at Bairoko, does a spell in New Zealand, and 
winds up with operations on the Tarawa atoll, Gilbert Islands, etc......He finds he can 
take plenty of action, even to killing Japs and seeing his friends die - and he gives 
fresh, keen accounting of marine warfare. $2.50 


August 21 


Young, Marguerite MODERATE FABLE Reynal & Hitchcock 


These poems, by a young writer who published her first volume, Prismatic 

Poems in 1937, sing their own peculiar death knell. Ina poem entitled Death by Rarity 
they describe their own too esoteric, too precieuse quality, - "For rarity precedes ex~ 
tinction, as sickness comes before death, there is weariness within the perfection of 

the shell, and the perfect bird never will be born"....This quality of rarity, coupled 
with delicately-hued, crystalline surrealist imagery, an intense metaphysical preoccupa- 
tion, and a sort of dry music, make it impossible to say other than that this slim Vvol- 
ume, though skillful and distinguished beyond the average, will never achieve popularity. 


Spontaneity is entirely lacking, and the whole resolves itself into a pattern too af- 
$2.00 


fected and strained to be rewarding reading. 
August 25 


Lieb, Frederick G, THE ST LOUIS CARDINALS Putnam 


Lacks the personality values of McGraw of the Giants or Low Gekrig, but 
those have proved the popularity of baseball-in-print, part of which this may catch. It 
is a year by year record of the Cardinals, backers, players, managers, games; the early 
bad years of the '90's after their entry into the League; near ruin under the ownership 
of Von Der Ahe; the first bonanza year in 1911 under a lady boss; the acquisition of 
Hornsby, their first star and later player-manager; the big partnership of Breadon and 
Rickey who put the team in the money, inaugurated the farm system, gave the boys sock 
appeal and groomed them for the first pennant in 1926. Ups and downs- continual changes 
in men and managers, Dizzy Dean their biggest single name, the pennant again in '42, 
and the suprise defeat of '43. For devotees of the diamond ~ written in the vernacular. 


T11'd. $2.75 
August oe 3! | 


Dunham, Donald ENVOY UNEXTRAORDINARY John Day 


A quite disarming, frank account of some eight years of Foreign Service -in 
the consulates of Berlin, Hong Kong, Athens, Aden, in which there is criticism of the 
State Department's attitude towards its career service men, their training, and lags in 
foreign policy. The author, from Columbus, Ohio, outlines the requirements, examina- 
tions, salaries, possibilities of Foreign Service posts; and underlines the human fac- 
tors in international relations, the part national character plays; the need of sensi- 
tivity, a feeling for human beings, adaptability and flexibility as tcols for this career. 
In short concentrated chapters all aspects of his profession, the problems he met, the 
early disgraces, the influence of American women (generally not good), missionaries, 
good and bad, other nationalities, particularly the British, interviews with various re- 
presentative citizens of his various posts, ~ are displayed and background his decision 
to resign...A sense of balance and recognition of the importance Foreign Service will 
play after this war give this a wider interest than might be expected. $2.00 
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August 30 
Bowman, Constance SLACKS AND CALLOUSES Longmans, Green 


The author, an English teacher, and her illustrator, Claramarie Allen, an 
art teacher, vacation by doing war work and give a slightly Kimbrough-Skinner account 
of their experiences in the Vultee plant in San Diego. Only interested in "big bombers" 
they find the work, the shifts, the red tape, the bosses and coworkers provide more than 
enough fascination, exhaustion - and satisfaction. There's trouble with sleeping, keep- 
ing clean, eating; the relish of becoming oldtimers and enjoying their work; exultation 
in lost poundage. A pleasing account, embellished by the double response to their ad- 
venture, that is entertaining and amusing reading. $2.00 


September 5 
Taylor, George & Savage, George THE PHOENIX AND THE DWARFS: A Play Macmillan 


A long preface on Chinese backgrounds, ways, patterns of thought, intro- 
duces this three act, one set, play which is concerned with the growth of national- 
istic feeling in the younger members of the Chou family. An Older Son wanting only to 
be a student, a younger who runs away to Chiang Kai-Shek, and the girl he loves who 
wants to help her people but who doesn't hold with violence. A Jap invasion brings 
death to the old ones and bitter lessons to the young. Symbolic - educational. $2.50 


September 6 
Adams, Dorothy WE STOOD ALONE Longmans, Green 


There are bound to be numerous comparisons of this and Princess Sapieha's 
Polish Profile, so let's take that hurdle first. Here again is the story of an Ameri- 
can girl who marries a Pole. Here again is a difficult antagonism and prejudice and - 
ignorance to surmount on the part of the young wife. Here again is an inside looking 
in picture of Polish life on the verge of war. But where Princess Sapieha exploited the 
titled nobility while at the same time never puts roots down, nor conceded her in-laws 
and their circle any merit of gallantry or true quality, - Dorothy Adams found herself 
more deeply embedded in her adopted country's soil than - in her early stumbling months 
of shyness and insecurity - she had thought possible, and her processes had been the 
reverse - making her humble in her recognition of superior intellectual attainments, 
nobility of character, idealistic patriotism. I liked it better than Polish Profile. 
I found it more humanly appealing - and, in its way, fully as revealing of the country, 
the people, the way of life (city-town-village-rural)}, the mood and tempo of troubled 
years. Today, when we need to understand Poland's problems, this should prove illum- 


inating. $3.00 


September 7 
Loft, Jacob THE PRINTING TRADES of Farrar & Rinehart 


One of the "Labor in 20th Century America" series, following Seidman's 
The Needle Trades - impressive as pure research, statistical detail, documentary evi- 
dence, but intended primarily for use in the trade and for reference. Loft, a profess- 
or at the University of Chicago, covers commercial and newspaper printing chiefly. He 
surveys the increase in output, dispersion of the industry since the turn of the cen- 
tury; profits; mechanical innovations and labor displacement; the workers; labor con- 
ditions (housing, health, hours, wages); the remarkably effective unions; the two power- 
-ful employer organizations; union controls and jurisdiction; arbitration; the social 
and scientific facts of a remarkably well-regulated industry. College - Trade School - 
Public Library reference shelves. $3.00 
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a 


September 7 ra 


Reik, Theodore A PSYCHOLOGIST LOOKS AT LOVE Farrar & Rinehart 


The author of From Thirty Years With Freud, Masochism in Modern Man, etc. 
gives here a “new and surprising insight into the origin and nature of love" which he 
found "adventurous, daring"..."breath taking". None of these claims are justified by 
his text. What "new" there is in Reik's analysis is not really new - only new to a for- 
mer Freudian disciple. Reik realized (as most of Freud's critics argued long since) 
that love and sex are not equivalents; he examines the differences between them, goes 
further into the theory of narcissism or self-love; shows how love springs from an inner 
dissatisfaction within the individual to a need for completion; how it flowers, fades, 
and when sustained, is transformed from passion to companionship. These incapable of 
love, those frustrated in love, accompanying fear, guilt, pity, envy, antagonism; the 
wider circle of mother love, friendship, social recognition, etc. Dressed up by lit- 
erary allusions, psychological terminology, it is the same old story...But remember the 
whirlwind success of Collins’ books, and don't be surprised if a new generation takes 


this. $3.00 
September XE AT SD 6 


Johnson, Osa BRIDE IN THE SOLOMONS Houghton, Mifflin 


An early chapter in the married life of the Martin Johnsons, this is a two- 
some of two years as they traveled through the Solomons, trying to get photographs of 
cannibals - and cannibalism. Adventures on Malaita, Guadalcanal, Savo, Island Lord 
How, Leuenuea, New Georgia, San Christobal, Santa Ana, Ulawa, Ugi, Vao, Malekula ~ where 
they met traders, natives, British restrictions and warnings. But for all their inves- 
tigation - and rumor - cannibalism was hard to prove - and only through a chance break 
did they get the picture they sought. Osa's impetuous disregard of friendly instructions, 
her annoyance at the repression of the native women, is balanced by her delight in the 
possibilities of living in such islands and in cooking experiments. Martin, despite 
bouts of malaria, gets pictures he never dreamed of as they attend native ceremonies, 
travel with traders, live in their homes and meet their families. They learn about car 
goes of copra, tortoise shell, the pros and cons of missionafies, the primitive economy, 
taboos, superstition and witchcraft (when cameras and guns were objects of suspicion)~ 
Fighting fronts of today recalled in the days of exploratory travel, with their prim- 
itive aspects rather obviously dished up for the immediate occasion. Illustrated.$3,50 


September 13 


Holton, Edith Austin YANKEES WERE LIKE THIS Harper 


A Cape Cod author does an "our town" (Wellshaven) in an I-remember of the 
‘80's and '90's that is genial and placidly amusing. She extracts highlights of per- 
sonalities, ancestral behaviour, neighbor's activities...in reminiscerces of her parents, 
and their strangely balanced marriage, her grandparents and their eccentricities, and 
her own experiences as a child. There are the excitements over presidential elections, 
the work. in the cranberry bogs, the herring runs, family reunions and visits, their 
excursions, the Button Man, the spinsters, the titillation of sin, the old whaling cap~ 
tains, their letters and their secrimsaw work, recipes and local dishes, church suppers 
and picnics ~ the coming of the automobile...Dry - and salty - and effortless reading. 
Too bad it's not ready for the summer trade. $3.00 
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Septemter-7? 
Weil, Felix J. ARGENTINE RIDDLE John Day 


Prepared in cooperation with the Latin-American Economic Institute, this is 
a deeply researched, statistically supported examination of the politico-economic struc- 
ture of Argentina, less popular than Josephs' Argentine Diary (and refuting that book). 
Weil interprets Argentina in terms of the struggle between the estancieros, the landed 
gentry, and growing industrialization. It is the estancieros that are blocking democ- 
racy, that backed the revolt which brought in a Fascist government. A study of her 
“prudent neutrality", of the motivated reasons tehind her break with the Axis, of work- 
ing conditions, of foreign capital and tariffs, of her brief attempt at a New Deal. And 
the conclusion that the U.S. has a big chance, once the meat embargo is removed giving 
tangible evidence of a "Good Neighbour" policy, and "good" capital is invested. Detached, 


disabusing, $3.50 
Huie, William Bradford Lt. (jg) CAN DO! The Story of the Seabees Dutton 


The story - and stories - of the Seabees - the Construction Battalions so 
quickly organized to meet the desperate emergencies of this war, who claim that they out- 
rank even the Marines in being there first. Older men, volunteers from civilian trades, 
officered by men from the same construction industries, have proved that individual re- 
Sponsibilities accomplished the impossible, important tasks, and that they are the equal 
of fighting men in courage, as attested by the list of awards at the end. Here, before 
they became a military arm, is the work they did at Munda, Guadalcanal, Wake Island; 
what they have since done at Salerno, Sicily, Africa, up North, Rabaul - making roads, 
unloading ships (the stevedores are a special battalion); how their ingenuity has made 
possible landing fields and landing craft...How they made up their "know how" and ful- 
fill their motto of "We Build, We Fight, and Can Do"...A humanly biassed account - for 


the author is one of them. This ad another panel to the overall of Americans in prio 
) | : 2,' 
Jaffe, Bernard \o\4a MEN OF SCIENCE IN AMERICA %& Simon & Schuster 


this will revise many of your ideas of famous discoveries - and give a hu- 
man and inclusive introduction to American science, semi-popular in handling. It was 
originally reported for May publication in March (P. 114). Now with a September date we 
are repeating the report. Jaffe has selected a score of men by certain criteria, their 
contributions judged as pioneer research, their awareness of the social scene in which 
they lived, their importance in the field, their emphasis on pure science rather than 
applied, their contribution to the growth of science in the U.S. as it modified our his- 
tory and affected our social structure. Precursors in the field, allied discoveries and 
the period setting point up the biographies of the men he has chosen:- Harriot, who sur- 
veyed the New World for Raleigh; Franklin, and the nature of electricity; Thompson and 
heat; Cooper, chemist and reformer; Rafinesque, botanist; Thomas Say, entomologist; 
Morton and. Long with anesthesia; Joseph Henry and the first successful telegraphic sys- 
tem; Matthew Maury, maritime scientist; Agassiz, naturalist and educator; Dana, geolo- 
gist; Gibbs, mathematical physicist; Langley, pioneer in aeronautics; Michelson and the 
velocity of light; Morgan and the theory of the genes; Evans and others, with glands, 
hormones, vitamins; Hubble, astronomer; Lawrence and the atom and electron. Interesting 


introduction to general science in human terms. $3 .SO_ 
So} ~ "4 Dre 
Plexner, James Thomas STEAMBOATS COME TRUE ~ i~ Viking 


A recorder of American achievements in other fields (Doctors on Horseback, 
America’s Old Masters) gives us here the story of our greatest scientific contribution, 
the steamboat, with careful evidence and deliberate objectivity. Just who invented the — 
steamboat has been the subject of continued controversy. Was it Fitch, the misfit, dis- 
credited by the world, and yet determined to make his mark, who, with little scientific 
knowledge, constructed the boat which made its first run in 1787 — followed that by other 
































July 1, 1944 Non-fiction | - 206. 


runs, but never overcame public suspicion and lack of confidence? Was it Rumsey, his 
rival over many years, whose boat made only one run, but who received greater political 
and financial support, though he failed at a second attempt? Or was it Fulton, artist, 
engineer, more interested in his submarine than in his steamboat, audacious, pertina- 
cious, and eventually, after years abroad, returning to make the famous steamboat run 
which won him fame, riches, and popular support at the psychological moment. Few pop- 


ular concessions in handling, for a conscientious, judicious piece of work. $3.50 
A Few Last Minute Arrivals-Published 
. Wentworth, Harold AMERICAN DIALECT DICTIONARY Crowell 


This differs from Dictionaries of Slang in that the words selected are part 
of the American heritage, the folklore, the regionalisms, provincialisms, colloquial- 
isms that comprise "dialect". There are 15,000 entries, examined from various angles, - 
what they mean, how their meanings vary in different locales, where they are used, how 
pronunciations vary, how grammatical usage varies, and illustrated by quotatiom from 
Spoken or written sources. The author is a well-known lexicographer and philologist, 
and has lived and studied the subject in all of the regions from which the three main 
dialect classifications stem. This should prove a valuable reference item. $6.00 


Fisher, Irving & Miller, 0.M. WORLD MAPS AND GLOBES Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
(for Essential Books) 
In spite of the numerous books on this subject, this does not conflict with 
any of the others I have seen. Of course it overlaps, to a certain extent, but in pre- 
sentation and handling of the subject, it comes closer to being 2 primer of the new 
processes of mapping and geofraphy for the layman than the other more learned and ab- 
stract treatises. This is not itself a map book. It is a presentatiin of the hows and 
whys of modern map making, the reasons the old maps are distortions, the qualities de- 
Sirable in map projections, the methods by which they are achieved, the modern devices 
to bring the realistic view of the world into practical compass in order to help us 
think globally. The method is visual rather than technical. Fisher of Yale is an econ- 
omist and the inventor of the Likaglobe (there is a miniature Likaglobe on the inside 
of the book's jacket). Miller is a British geographer, now in the U.S. $2.50 


Freud, Anna & Burlingham, Dorothy T. INFANTS WITHOUT FAMILIES International Univ. 


| Press 
The authors of War and Children contribute a companion volume based on case- 


work in London's Hampstead Nursery, giving the advantages and disadvantages of the resi- 
dential nursery, a purely objective report on their findings; pros in health, hygiene, 
development of skills and social responses; cons in the effects on the emotional life 

of the child, lesser character development. Stressed here is the importance of the fam- 
ily grouping, the substitute-mother (nurse) in the nursery; even so, illustrations of 
disturbances, phantasies, compensations, in greater degrees than in normal life. A book 
of value to psychiatrists, pedagogues, nursery schools, day nurseries, etc. $2.00 


Hall, Admiral Sir Reginald & Peaslee, Amos J. THREE WARS WITH GERMANY Putnam 


An interchange of notes between Hall, Br. Naval Intell. chief during the 
first war, and Peaslee, head of the Silver Greyhounds, covering both wars and the "third? 
the Black Tom Case. A miscellany, with no continuity, and scant general interest. $3.00 


Offic. Guide to AAFP AAP Simon & Schuster 


This is a reference book of interest to members of the armed forces - par- 
ticularly the air force, and to those specifically interested in that branch of the ser- 
vice. Definition-personnel - training - equipment - service - bases - communications - 
operations ~ historical record - chronology ~ awards. Men and planes. 64 pages photo- 
¢raphs. 175 diagrams, maps, drawings. Index. $2.50 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
Doubleday, Doran 
Abend, H. — TREATY PORTS - priee from $3.50 to $3.00 270 
Gibson, Hugh - THE ROAD TO FOREIGN POLICY - price from $2.00 to $3.00 238 
"Pertinax" - THE GRAVEDIGGERS OF FRANCE - from 7/21 to 8/18 (C) 205 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Raff, Col. Edson D. - WE JUMPED TO FIGHT - from 7/13 to published 258 
Harper 
Axelrad, J. - ANATOLE FRANCE - from 8/23 to 9/13 270 
Brophy, John - TARGET ISLAND - from 8/23 to 8/2 263 
Cave, H.B. - WE BUILD, WE FIGHT (J) - from 8/? to 9/13 280 
Finn, Father William J. - THE CONDUCTOR RAISES HIS BATON - postponed to 
7/%2. Price from $3.50 to $3.75 90 
Fuller, Edmund - JOHN MILTON - from 8/2 to 8/23 244 
Geister, Edna - KEEP ‘EM LAUGHING - postponed to 7/12 187 
Lawson, F.D. = "HE HUMAN VOICE - definite date 8/2 272 
Powdermaker & Storen - PROBING OUR PREJUDICES - postponed to 8/2 192 
White, E.B. - ONE MAN'S MEAT - from 8/2 to 8/23 244 
Little, Brown 
Sherman, Richard - THE UNREADY HEART - from 5/11 to 8/2 (C) 123 


Morrow 
Shute, Nevil - PASTORAL - definite date 8/25. September Book of the Month 
Club selection. 148 


Random House 


Josephs, R. - ARGENTINE DIARY - from 7/5 to 7/13 (C) 242 
Scribner 
Gleit, Maria - PIERRE KEEPS WATCH (J) ~ from 4/? to 7/17 197 
Pollock, Katherine - SKY RIDE (J) - from 4/? to 7/17 197 
Viking 
238 


Hoellering, Franz - FURLOUGE - from 7/? to 8/? 
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SUMMER JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No 10 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD - (6-9) o 


Krauss, Ruth A GOOD MAN AND HIS GOOD WIFE Harper 
* A funny story of a good man who just could never find anything because his 
good woman was always moving things. Ages 4-5-6 will like the absurdities of the ways 
in which he solves his problems. They'll laugh and laugh (yes, we've tried it out) - 
because they can never find things either. 2-color humorous illustrations by Ad 


Reinhardt. 16 pages. Paper and board binding. (8/23) ‘ $1.50 
REPRINT 
Newbery, John A LITTLE PRETTY POCKET-BOOK Fred'k. G. Melcher 


Grown-ups will cherish this facsimile of John Newbery's first published’ 
book for children, issued by the donor of the Newbery A-ard in commemoration of the 
200th anniversary of its original publication. It is one of those miniature books 
that will appeal to children as their very own because of its size, but that will be 
more enjoyed when sampled by adults. 128 page of poems, maxims, games, counselrunning 
heads through a large part of it with alphabetical sequence - paper approximating the 
hand-made, faded look of an old book. (Publ.) $1.00 

FIRST STEPS IN READING - ‘Story Books 


Young, Stanley MAYFLOWER BOY Farrar & Rinehart 


° ' There's always a welcome waiting for any first rate Pilgrim story - they 
are few and far between, so this comes opportunely. Exciting fiction and authentic 
fact, with Pilgrim and Indian enchantment reborn. The weariness, illness and delay of 
the landing of the Pilgrims, their devastating first winter, the friendly and the hos- 
tile Indians, the First Thanksgiving - familiar material emerges refreshingly new. 
There's adventure indeed when Giles Hopkins and his friend John Billington are cap 
tured and held as hostages by the enemy Narragansett braves. Giles’ magical magnet 
staves off serious danger until rescue arrives....The fact that Giles is in his teens 
doesn't matter, because the upper brackets of this 6-9 age group includes those to 
whom this period of American history is vital stuff. Interest span up to 12, pov 


Bartman, Mark YANK IN SICILY Whitman 


Sequel to Yank in Africa (see P. 277) - continues adventures of the pup 
that saved the partol, this time in Sicily. His unit made up their minds to train 
Yank to immediate obedience, so that he would leave the booby traps alone. But when - 
he found an abandoned and wounded child in a cave, he insisted on investigation - was 
sent back to camp with the child ~ and later used by a signal corps field unit to take 
location message back to the main unit, and thereby save the company - and win his own 
acceptance by the captain - his sergeant stripes - and a bit of hamburger. Again : 
illustrated by Diana Thorne. (August) $1.25 
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FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


W.P.A. Penna. Writers’ Project OIL AND GAS Whitman 


Another of this excellent Elementary Science Readers - which again suc- 
ceeds in putting over a great many facts; presented in straightforward, unsugared form, 
Simple enough for eight and nine year olds, but never written down to them. The rom- 
ance and adventure of the whole story of oil - some human bits about men connected 
with it - factual content material that school libraries will like. I1l'd, (Publ. )$.50 


STORY BROOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Coblentz, Catharine Cate THE BELLS OF LEYDEN SING Longmans, Green 


Fiction with an authentic historical background for the next step up the 
ladder from Mayflower Poy (P. 29€) - in another Pilgrim story, set, this time, in the 
period when the English exiles were taking refuge in Leyden, in 1809. Among them was 
their Elder, William Brewster, and his family. You become acquainted with their loyal 
Dutch friends, find out about their secret printing press in the attic, and bear with 
them in their struggle to reach the new world. There is adventure and mystery when 
Andrew, the 11-year old son, his friend Rembrandt Rijn, and his two dogs, Pompey, a 
cocker, and Plym, a mastiff, get lost, discover and hide a preacher in the old secret 
lookout tunnel overlooking the lowlands. There is excitement and humor when they ex- 
pose snoopy, droopy Old Squint Eye as a spy who knows the secret of the Brewster print- 
ing press....A glimpse of the "underground" of our own early history - and a period that 
had its new beginnings when the Brewsters were safely on the Mayflower. "When the bells 
in the Carillon Tower had a singing note, the pulse of liberty was beating high." 
Perhaps this theme is too consciously stressed = but a good tale. (9/??) $2.50 








Judson, Clara Ingram THEY CAME FROM SCOTLAND Houghton, Mifflin 


Real life fiction for 11 to 14's ~ a pleasant story of a pleasing Scottish 
family en route to Indianapolis via stagecoach. They arived just too late to settle 
with their kinfolk, the Grahams, who had left on a flathboat to go down river, and were 
believed drowned in a storm. Fourteen year old Bruce didn't believe it, and made up 
his mind to two things, - to locate them, and to find the highwaymen who had stolen Mr. 
MeCarty's horse. There's adventure and mystery here, besides a folk quality in the 
pictures of camp meeting, Sunday School contests, the general story, and the thrifty 
MacGregors adapting themselves to the richness of the new world. Illustrated by Mary 


A. Reardon. Good Americana - with regional values. (9/12) $2.00 
FOR THE 12 ~ 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction | 
BUCKEYE BOY Longmans, Green 


Medary, Marjorie 


Marjorie Medary is uneven. This is a "down" for her - uninspired, lacking 
that final umph, thin plot, mild adventures and an empty ending...Pushed apound by 
fortune, tired of Uncle Andy's whippings, 15-year old Tom Kenyon leaves home, gets a_ 
job on the canal and is cheated out of his pay by canal boat owners. The magic of 
printing is impressed on Tom when a pamphlet which he has helped to prepare exposes 
the injustices going on along the canal. Tom decides to be a printer's apprentice and 
finds that printing is toil, tears - and magic. Tom knocks himself out of his job by 


finding a new apprentice for his boss, and old books and almanacs, precious heritage 
from his father, secure him enough money to buy his own second-hand printing press, 
with which, perhaps, to launch his own paper...Interesting bits of canal life, some 


good gang fights, a glimpse into the printing and politics of the day. 
enough to hold it together as a top-drawer story. Decorations by James MacDonald 


(Sept.) 


But not good 





$2.25 
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Montgomery, Rutherford WAR PATROL David McKay 


A shivery, satisfying saga of air battle -— of contemporary interest, though 
the period is that of the Tunisian campaign. Aeronautical hot stuff. Adventure, Vivid 
descriptions of air battles between the American P-40's Warhawks and the German "Me's" 
and Focke-Wulfs. The 76th Fighter Squadron is a hard luck outfit until Lt. Mart 
Rivers, flier, and Sergeant Hash Hinkle, mechanic, come together, unfold espionage and 
become involved in a series of hair-raising experiences. Decided appeal for air-minded 
boys (and girls), better writtan than most. I1ll'd. in strong black and whites with 


almost silhouette feel-by Clayton Knight. (Aug. Sept.) $2.00 


Bell, Margaret E. DANGER ON OLD BALDY Morrow 


Modern adventure and mystery in Alaska — fast moving yarn. Robert Craig's 
father owns a salmon cannery, and the crew is made up of Chinese, Japanese and Koreans, 
which bodes early evil. Adventures come big and fast when Robert, Ole and Mike; a 
Cheechako, climb Old Baldy, a dead volcano crater, and are caught in the fury of an 
avalanche. There is dark mystery when Ishito, the Jap, steals the map of Excursion 
Inlet, and when Robert finds a trail which leads right into the side of a boulder. 
Strong black and white illustrations stress the rugged realism. Good tale. (8/88)$2.00 

As 


Corey, Paul | THE RED TRACTOR Morrow 


Not a gripping tale, but a good one. Realistic modern fiction of the farm 
and the battle between the small farmers and the big industrialized, mechanized farms. 
Walter Bolton, manager of Fairview Farms Corporation, wants to buy the Shields family 
farm along with three other neighboring small farms. The little farmers buy up more 
land to protect themselves and refuse to sell. Hostility between 18- year old Ted 
Bolton, and 17-year old Stanley shields, both knowing what they want and wanting it | 
badly, adds color, drama and excitement. The small farmers have trouble getting a 
tractor, and anxiety over the thresher. The local cooperative 4-H Club has a finger 
in the pie. It is the boys themselves who eventually make the directors of Pairview 
realize they have overreached themselves in their lust for power....A cleancut farm 


story, of contemporary value. i $2.00 


Scholz, Jackson PIGSKIN WARRIORS Morrow 


Fiction, fast and furious, in which "pigskin warriors" are almost as super 
as Superman. Zippy football, with the Pacific University teams, the Badgers and the 
Huskies competing for a trip to Hawaii and a game with the Navy Flat Tops. The Badgers 
win:- Steve Trent calls signals for the Badgers; Backfield Buff Sloan is the jinx who 
gums the works for Steve. Then comes Pearl Harbor; the boys join the army, convoy to 
Guadalcanal, sink a submarine, board a transport plane to New Zealand for a final game 
with the Navy Flat Tops - and emerge the winners. Fantastic, kaleidoscopic adventure 
for a swift, speedy tale. (But we feel that fact is adventure enough without going in 


2.00 
for telescoped high-pressured invention. ) (8/80) $ 
FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 
Lawson, Victor E. RANGER-COMMANDO JR. Enterprise Associates 


This may give impetus to self-training of more organized purpose, which 
develops ingenuity, self-reliance as well as physical prowess. The suggestions and 
instructions are along the line of the training given Ranger and Commando troops, and 
include hiking, woodcraft, tracking, outdoor cooking, marching, finding the way, eine 
timating distances, camouflage, swimming, first aid, signals, various factors in se 
defense. There is a miscellany cf information on insignia, flags, airplane ena phe 
- as well as suggestions for body building. Lawson is well-known as an athletic coach. 


32 « 50 
The text is fully illustrated. (7/15) $2 
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Long, Laura FUSS ‘N' FEATHERS Longmans, Green 


a Fascinating biography of one of our great generals, Winfield T. Scott, 
which will leave readers of any age, from teens up, with a penetrating conception not 
only of a great man but of the tumultuous post-Revolutionary period in our history. 
Scott's unflagdging belief in himself and the fact that failure never seemed possible 
contributed largely to his being so vital a force in the War of 1812, in effecting a 
compromise in the secession of the state of South Carolina, the preservation of peace 
on the Canadian border, the disputes with the Florida Seminole and Western Cherokee 
Indians, and the Battle in Mexico which settled the boundary line between two repub- 
lies. He earned his nickname through his zeal for drill, review and criticism, when - 
at 27, having already served as Brig. General, he originated the first organized in- 
struction camp, based on the French system...A valuable addition to biography shelves 
- for home, school and public libraries. Fast-moving, superior reading. Decorations 
by Henry C, Pitz. (Sept.) $2.25 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 
Allee, Marjorie Hill THE HOUSE Houghton, Mifflin 


Contemporary story of cooperative living in Chicago, near the University, 
as a group of struggling young people combine in order to make ends meet. Their lease 
is cancelled, after two months, when they plan to admit a Chinese girl to their circle, 
and they find a new home in less restricted quarters. "The House" proves its respecta- 
bility, and the occupants - noble and ignoble - test their abilities. There is ro- 


mance, excitement, nobility and virtue - if you like it. Fair. (9/242). $2.00 
se V4 - 
FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction 
Seeger, Elizabeth THE PAGEANT OF CHINESE HISTORY Longmans, Green 


Please note that a final chapter has been added, bringing this excellent 
one-volume history of China up to date. Illustrated by Bernard Watkins.(July) $3.00 


ADULT POORS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Raff, Col. Edson D. WE JUMPED TO FIGHT Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


(J) A personal and first hand narrative of the paratroopers, by the commanding 
officer in Tunisia where the Americans had their first test action. Training in Eng- 
land - missions - seizure of enemy airdrome - joining up with the French - raids - 
patrols — ground and air action - a special area and angle of the war.(?ull report-P. 


268). $2.50 
Curtis, Anna L. THE QUAKERS TAKE STOCK Island Workshop Press 
(J) A report on the American Friends' Service Committee:- the feeding and 
placenent of children, aid to refugees in all parts of the world, training programs 
and relocation camps, aid in China, in India, camps for "C.O's" - and something of 

the background in home service, educational programs, etc. Geared for H.S. (For full 
report see P. 267.) (7/3) Cloth $2.00 Paper $1.00 
Helmericks, Constance WE LIVE IN ALASKA Little, Brown 
(J) A canoe trip from Fairbanks via the Yukon, to Russian Mission, then by 


portage and plane to Fairbanks - six months in which the author and her husband learn- 
ed at first hand of the people, the country, the life and conditions. The record is 
full of human interest - things seen, heard, done, assimilated - in modern Alaska. 
(For full report, see P. 269.) (8/3) 


Note:— Parents & Teachers see report, P. 296 ~ INFANTS WITHOUT FAMILIES - Anna Freud. 


$3.00 
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August 2- Brophy, John (S) TARGET ISLAND (Harper) $2.88 263 
August 2- Sherman, Richard THE UNREADY HEART (Little, Brown) 2.50 308 
August 18- Gabriel, Gilbert W. (S) I GOT A COUNTRY (Doubleday, Doran) 3.00 282 
4 August 18- Hoellering, Franz (S) FURLOUGH (Viking) 2.50 238 
mG weUBUSe-BL- Lasswell, Mary (S) HIGH TIME (Houghton Mifflin) 2.00 262 
+“ August 23- Huxley, Aldous TIME MUST HAVE A STOP (Harper) 2.75 263 
August 23- Robertson, Willard OASIS (Lippincott) 2.50 263 
a | meeuetade Stafford, Jean POSTON ADVENTURE (Harcourt Brace) 2.50 302 
August 25- Shute, Nevil (S) PASTORAL (Morrow) Sept. B.O.M. 2.50 148 
Sulil eeest-28- Kuo, Helena WESTWARD TO CHIINGKING (Appleton) 2.75 . 304 
4ugust 28- Sharp, Margery CLUNY BROWN (Little, Brown) Sept. B.O.M, 2.50 285 
‘oo Rumsey, Adeline CRYING AT TIE LOCK (Simon & Schuster) 2.50 S007 15H 
yr. le 
PERICD, REGIORAL, HISTCRICAL 
August 15- Fast, Howard (S) FREEDOM ROAD (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 2.75 236 
August 18— Costain, Thomas B. RIDE WITH ME (Doubleday, Doran) nn. 3000 261 
August 28- Goudge, Elizabeth GREEN DOLPHIN STREET (Coward ecann) (HJ ) 3.00 £60 
August 29- Wilkins, Vaughan BEING MET TOGETHER (Macmillan) 3.00 1681 
THRILLERS 
August 23- Carr, John Dickson (S) TILL DEATH DO US PART (Harper) 2.00 288 
@ August 24- Liebeler, Jean Mayer (S) YOU, THE JURY (Farrar & Rinehart) 2.00 265 
August 28- Crane, Frances {(S) THE AMETHYST SPECTACLES (Random House) 2.00 266 
August ??- Lawrence, Hilda (S) BLOOD UPON THE SNOW (Simon & Schuster) 2.00 240 
VON-FICTION 
THE WAR | 
, duly a Welles, Sumner THE TIME FOR DECISION (Harper) 3.00 290. 
giv! August “B® Tregaskis, Richard (S) INVASION DIARY (Random House) 2.75 266 
August 21- Lucas, Lt. Jim (S) COMBAT CORRESPONDENT (Reynal & Hitchcock)2.50 290 
August 23- Skattebol, Lars (S) THE LAST VOYAGE OF THE “QUIEN SABE" 


(Harper) 2.50 271 


HISTOPY, PERSONAL HISTORY, AND RUMOR 


July 11- Stern, G.B. TRUMPET VOLUNTARY (Macmillan) 3.00 156 
August 2- White, E.B. (S) ONE MAN'S MEAT (Harper) 2.50 244 
August 3- Helmericks, Constance WE LIVE IN ALASKA (Little, Brown) 3.00 269 
August 7- Pitkin, Walter B. ON MY OWN (Seribner) 2.75 242 
August 8- Saunders, Hilary St. G. PIONEERS! O PIONEERS! (Macmillan) 2.50 9311 
easust...8— Wecter, Dixon (S) WHEN JOHNNY COMES MARCHING HOME (Hough- 

417 ton Mifflin) 3.00 206 
August 23- Sturges-Jones, Marion (S) BABES IN THE WOOD (Putnam) 8 - 2.50 312 
frrgast23— Wright, Richard (S) AMERICAN KUNGER (Harper) jQp7yvV WA 2.75 271 

FT wugust-20- Schriftgeisser, Karl THE GENTLEMAN FROM MASSACHUSETTS (Little 


Brown) 3.00 272 





Soak i= 


